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SUBJECT : GOB INTEREST IN U.S. WHEAT UNDER PL 480 
REFERENCE : (A) STATE 17122, (B) MANAMA 034 

1 . EMBASSY APPRECIATES DEPARTMENT'S PROMPT AND HELPFUL 
RESPONSE ON THIS SUBJECT. ON BASIS DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE, 
AMBASSADOR WAS ABLE TO RESPOND INFORMALLY TO MINISTER OF 
COMMERCE, IBRAHIM ABDULKARIM, AND TO FOREIGN MINISTER, 
EXPLAINING IN BRIEF THAT U.S.-BAHRAINI PL 480 AGREEMENT FOR 
WHEAT WAS NEITHER LIKELY NOR WORTH BAHRAIN'S WHILE AS A 
PRACTICAL MATTER. BOTH GOB OFFICIALS ACCEPTED THIS REALITY, 
EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S HAVING LOOKED 
INTO THE POSSIBILITY. 

2. AMBASSADOR PROMISED MINISTER OF COMMERCE THAT EMBASSY 
WOULD EXPLORE, THROUGH NORMAL TRADE PROMOTION CHANNELS, 
POSSIBILITY OF GETTING GOB BEST POSSIBLE OFFER FOR U.S. WHEAT 
ON COMMERCIAL TERMS. 
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